
Macbeth
Directed by Roman Polanski (1971)

Roman Polanski’s production of Macbeth
marked a turning point in representations of
Shakespeare’s work. Produced in 1971, Polanski
moved away from the classically poised and
perfectly recited interpretations of past works
towards a darker, more disturbingly realistic
image of this tragedy.

The story on screen so far...
We are going to see the same scene that you
studied on page 143. Macbeth has just
committed his first crime and murdered
Duncan, the King of Scotland, in order to fulfil
the witches’ prophecy that he would become
king. He is returning to tell Lady Macbeth.
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John Finch and
Francesca Annis

ON SCREEN
STARRING

Watch the scene for the first time without sound, concentrating on body
language and answer the following questions.

1. How does the actor playing Macbeth, Jon Finch, communicate to the audience his
despair at having committed such a terrible deed? Choose a or b.
a. with his physical movements   
b. with his facial expression

2. What does Lady Macbeth do in the scene to try and console her husband?
3. Describe her facial expression and how it changes when she sees the daggers?
Now watch the scene again with the volume.

1. Describe Lady Macbeth’s attitude towards her husband. Choose from the
following. 
a. angry     b. supportive     c. tender     d. disappointed     e. indifferent

2. What device does actress Francesca Annis use to emphasise Lady Macbeth’s
emotional state?

3. Polanski has changed the order and omitted some lines from the dialogue – you
will notice this if you follow the scene from your text. Why do you think film
directors often do this? What pressures do they have which a theatre director may
not have? 

4. Some critics disapproved of Polanski’s choice of actress to play the part of Lady
Macbeth. Do you agree with them? If so, why? How did you imagine her to be?
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The South Bank Show
ITV Television, presented by Melvyn Bragg

The South Bank is the area along the southern part of the River Thames
in London where the original Globe theatre was built in 1599. Little
remained after the theatre burnt down in 1613 but in the 1990s
Shakespeare enthusiasts around the world helped in the realisation of
a new replica of the Globe Theatre, just a few hundred metres away
from the original. It was built using all the original materials, from the
wooden nails1 to its thatched roof 2 and now, just as in Shakespeare’s
time, it is possible to see plays performed there throughout the summer.
The South Bank Show, so called because it is broadcast from the south bank of the River
Thames, is a TV programme which began in January 1978 with the aim of presenting
a mixture of both popular culture and high art. It has now become one of the longest
running programmes on UK television and is presented in over 60 countries
worldwide. 
Speaking at the beginning of the third millennium, Melvyn Bragg dedicated this
particular edition of The South Bank Show to Shakespeare’s genius.
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ON AND OFF SCREEN

1. wooden nails: chiodi
di legno.
2. thatched roof: tetto di
paglia.

Part 1
Listen and watch the first part of the
programme twice and answer the following
questions.

1. In a popular poll (sondaggio) what title was
given to Shakespeare at the end of the 20th
century?

2. What nickname is used for the Globe Theatre?
Choose from the following.
a. the wooden ‘S’        b. the wooden ‘O’
c. the Wooden Globe 

3. Tick from the list below the countries and cities
which Melvyn Bragg says pay homage to
Shakespeare in some way.

Amsterdam      New York     Milan
Tokyo               Spain           Germany   
Bulgaria           France          Mexico
Stratford-Ontario                          

4. Melvyn Bragg says that the playwright
is the ‘best candidate’ for what? Complete.
‘For a ................................... .’

5. What has contributed to a revival in
Shakespeare’s popularity of the last ten years?

6. Complete Ben Jonson’s words about
Shakespeare cited at the end of the extract.

1

Ben Jonson says that he was, ‘not ..................................
but for all time.’ 

Part 2 
In Part 2 writer Anthony Holden speaks about
things that would surprise Shakespeare if he
could see how the world reacts to his work
today. Watch and listen then answer true or
false to the following.

1. Shakespeare thought his poetry was
more important than his plays. 

2. Shakespeare would be very surprised
at the popularity of his plays. 

3. His plays are performed above all
in Europe. 

4. They have been performed for over
600 years.   

5. Shakespeare may not have realised
how talented he was.  

Discussion
Have you seen any performances of
Shakespeare’s works? If so, which? Did you
enjoy it/them? Why? Why not? Discuss in class
your opinions of any of his works you’ve seen.
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